
 

“I applaud Applied Tech-

nology Associates for mak-

ing the decision to expand 

at the Sandia Science and  

 

Technology Park,” said 

U.S. Senator Jeff Binga-

man. “ATA’s location gives 

the company a unique op-

portunity to collaborate 

with Sandia National Labo-

ratories and Kirtland AFB. 

As a result, ATA is able to 

Albuquerque-based Ap-

plied Technology Associ-

ates (ATA) celebrated its 

26,000-square foot, $5 mil-

lion expansion 

with a ribbon-

cutting ceremony 

on Thursday, Au-

gust 19. Attending 

the ceremony were 

U.S. Senator Jeff 

Bingaman, Rep. 

Martin Heinrich, 

Albuquerque 

Mayor RJ Berry 

and about 200 

guests. 

The expanded fa-

cility will help cre-

ate high-tech jobs, 

boost ATA’s 

manufacturing ca-

pabilities and provide a 

facility to assemble and 

test satellites and optical 

and directed-energy sys-

tems. The expansion more 

than doubles the company’s 

space, bringing its total size 

to 43,000-square feet. 
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Applied Technology Associates 
opens new expanded facility 

help advance our national 

security efforts while sup-

porting hundreds of good 

jobs in New Mexico.” 

 

The expansion 

includes a 7,200-

square-foot satel-

lite and payload 

assembly test fa-

cility, which will 

help the company 

better support San-

dia Labs, The Air 

Force Research 

Laboratory and 

other customers.  

The new facility 

will also house 

Space Dynamics 

Laboratory (SDL) 

of Utah and en-

hance the two organiza-

tions’ capabilities for col-

laboration. With its addi-

tional presence in Albu-

querque, SDL will be able 

to better serve its New 

Mexico customer base.  

Continued on page 3 

Jim McNally, ATA’s director of operations, 

(at podium), U.S. Senator Jeff Bingaman, 

Rep. Martin Heinrich, Mayor RJ Berry and 

Tony Tenorio, CEO of ATA were among the 

speakers and dignitaries attending the ATA 

ribbon-cutting ceremony on August 19. 
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We thank the following 

sponsors for their  

continuing support: 

Leadership sponsor: 

Lockheed Martin  

Supporting sponsors: 

AED 

ATA 

The Boeing Company 

  CVI Melles Griot 

Menicucci Insurance 

Northrop Grumman 

Peacock Myers, PC 

Raytheon 

 

What’s New  

Up and Coming Events 
VC Speed Dating Event: 

Networking at the Speed 

of Technology 

October 20 

4 to 6:30 pm 

The Game 

2605 S. Espina St 

Las Cruces, NM 

Description: Technology 

entrepreneurs are invited 

to apply for the opportu-

nity to pitch their busi-

ness ideas to leading ven-

ture capital representa-

tives at this event hosted 

by Arrowhead Center’s 

TECHSTART and Entre-

preneurship Institute.  

Submissions by Sept. 17 

Phone: (575) 646-7833 

www.arrowheadcenter 

Lean 101 

NMMEP Fall Training 

September 17 

October 19 

November 12 

December 10 

New Mexico Manufactur- 

ing Extension Partnership 

(NMMEP) is offering 

training in Lean methods, 

tools and productivity strate-

gies 

Contact: Denise Williams, 

denisew@newmexicomep.org 

Phone: (505) 860-9961 

Upcoming nmOptics events 

Save the Date 

October 6: Human Error in     

Optics 

October 7: Meet the candi-

date, Jon Barela 

October  20: Meet the candi-

date, Martin Heinrich 

www.nmoptics.org 

 

SBIR program. She also 

asks you to invite a legislator 

to tour your site and meet 

your staff to help your legis-

lator better understand your 

business needs.  Email Bar-

bara.J.Stoller@lmco.com for 

her one-page summary of 

SBIR program considera-

tions. 

Change in DOE SBIR 

program 

The Department of En-

ergy (DOE) has shortened 

the time between Phase I 

and Phase II funding to 

six months and increased 

funding to $150,000 for 

Phase I and to $1 million for 

Phase II. 

 

 

SBIR/STTR programs 

extended “as is” 

All 11 SBIR/STTR pro-

grams are now extended “as 

is” through September 30, 

2010. The House recently 

approved HR 5849, which 

provides an additional tem-

porary extension of pro-

grams under the Small Busi-

ness Act and the Small Busi-

ness Investment Act of 1958.  

Barbara Stoller of Technol-

ogy Ventures Corporation 

encourages small technology 

business owners who have 

benefitted from the SBIR 

program to visit with their 

legislators and urge them to 

keep small businesses in the 
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Terrestrial-based astron-

omy favored 

CVI Melles Griot and 

nmOptics hosted an eTown 

Meeting to hear first-hand 

the summary of the National 

Research Council’s report 

titled, “New Worlds, New 

Horizons in Astronomy and 

Astrophysics.” The group 

concluded that terrestrial-

based astronomy seems to be 

favored over space-based 

astronomy, which will result 

in an emphasis on adaptive 

optics, detectors, control sys-

tems, coatings, lens develop-

ment and fabrication and 

materials.  

http://nmoptics.org/library/

astros2010paper.html 
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ATA expansion… 
Continued from page 1 

“ATA’s key asset is our very 

talented people. Without our 

leaders and staff, ATA would 

not be embarking on this 

venture,” said Tony Tenorio, 

CEO of ATA. “We have and 

intend to continue to develop 

innovative solutions for our 

customers. That is why I 

committed to this investment 

in expanding our research 

facility in the Sandia Science 

and Technology Park that 

complements the capabilities 

at Air Force Research Labo-

ratory and the Sandia Na-

tional Laboratories. ATA is 

prepared to be a key player in 

the anticipated growth for our 

great city in space-related work.” 

Employing about 250 people 

in New Mexico at its facility 

in Albuquerque, at Kirtland 

AFB and at White Sands 

Missile Range in southern 

New Mexico, ATA produces 

precision measurement, sens-

ing and controls hardware 

and offers engineering, inte-

gration and test services and 

facilities to government, 

aerospace and industrial cus-

tomers. The company’s prod-

ucts are used in space, air 

and ground applications.  

www.aptec.com 

SBIR Workshop a     

Success 

Over 100 people attended the 

nmOptics “SBIR Morning/

Technology Afternoon” 

workshop on August 16. At-

tendees met with SBIR topic 

authors and prime integrators 

in 63 one-on-one meetings. 

AFRL/Directed Energy, San-

dia National Labs, the Mis-

sile Defense Agency and the 

Joint Technology Office pre-

sented their optics/photonics 

portfolios. Employees from 

the Air Force Commerciali-

zation Pilot Program gave an 

overview of their program. 

In the afternoon, company 

representatives from Optical 

Engines, Optimax, L-3 

IOS/Brashear, The Boeing 

Company, Comet Solutions 

and Applied Technology 

Associates provided atten-

dees with insights on their 

company’s technologies.  

“How to” sessions in the af-

ternoon provided attendees 

with information on IP li-

censing, the latest ITAR 

regulations by Thinking Stra-

tegically and a SBIR session 

by TVC.  

For a list of attendees and a 

review of some of the pres-

entations, visit 

www.nmoptics.org/sbir.html 

Video promotes CNM 

photonics curriculum 

View CNM’s new promo-

tional video on its Photon-

ics curriculum. The spot 

was filmed at CVI Melles 

Griot.  

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=osL88YEFR-U 

Video of Boeing’s Ad-

vanced Tactical Laser on 

nmOptics website 

See first-hand Boeing’s 

Advanced Tactical Laser 

(ATL) in action. Visit our 

website and see a 30-

second video of an actual 

test of the ATL. Exciting 

stuff! 

www.nmoptics.org 

 

Rodey Law Firm re-

ceives top rankings 

U.S. News and The Best 

Lawyers in America have 

completed their “Best Law 

Firms” rankings. With 32 

metropolitan first-tier 

rankings, Rodey Law 

Firm has more first-tier 

rankings than any other 

firm in New Mexico. The 

firm has 35 attorneys listed 

in The Best Lawyers in 

America-2011 for being 

among the nation’s best in 

their respective areas. 

www.rodey.com 
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nmOptics is examining 

Wiki technology for a 

fully interactive, online 

membership directory. 

Stay tuned for an-

nouncements! 
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New Mexico Optics 

Industry Association 

851 University Blvd SE, Ste. 203 

Albuquerque, NM 87106 

505.270-5706, cell 

505.246.6219, fax 

www.nmoptics.org 

 

Please send story ideas, news items, 

and member news to 

jeanne@nmoptics.org. 

 

nmOptics welcomes Senspex 
Senspex Applied Science and 

Technology excels at developing 

and integrating systems for threat 

detection and surveillance for sensi-

tive facilities, including government, 

military, industrial and border secu-

rity installations.  The company’s 

products and services support the 

mission of homeland security in the 

private sector, as well as military 

readiness, training and operations. 

What’s more, the company has ini-

tialized a line of network video soft-

ware solutions, including the cus-

tomization of a popular commercial 

off-the-shelf (COTS) video data 

management suite, allowing for easy 

video tagging and exporting of After 

Action Review (AAR) packages within 

seconds.  

Among the company’s key capabili-

ties are its night-vision solutions for 

Our mission is to promote, connect 

and advocate for the optics/

photonics industry on both a local 

and national level. 

 

We promote the industry through 

conferences, education and legisla-

tive initiatives. Our goal is to in-

crease interest in high-tech careers 

in our local schools and to support 

our membership through our legis-

lative initiatives. 

 

We also connect companies, ven-

dors and businesses with an interest 

in the optics/photonics industry at 

our bimonthly meetings.  

 

air, land and sea missions. Senspex 

provides imaging systems that see 

what others can’t through control of 

the spectral properties of illumina-

tion and detection. Cutting-edge op-

tical technologies are incorporated 

into the company’s low-light, star-

light, active and passive surveillance 

and detection systems. For example, 

the Senspex NVERT system captures 

clear video images at distances up to 

150 feet, with compact yet powerful 

XNIR illumination that won’t blind, 

bloom or assist night-vision intensifiers.  

Senspex also offers customized ther-

mal solutions for security and sur-

veillance in both mid- (cooled) and 

long-wave (uncooled) infrared wave-

lengths. The company provides turn-

key solutions including integration, 

installation, on-site training and ther-

mal camera repair, as well as hardware 

and software support.  

Other products and services include 

the following: 

 Gimbal camera systems for sta-

ble high-definition video images 

from moving platforms 

 Network video technologies for 

video data transmission and 

management 

 Mobile surveillance systems that 

travel by air, sea or land in 

manned or unmanned vehicles 

 HD and megapixel video 

www.senspex.com 

N E W  M E X I C O  O P T I C S  I N D U S T R Y  

Night vision photo of boat on lake 


